Initials

WASH MAY
SUggest to
tm:iﬁ's
vounger
designer the
modern application of numerous
curliques and exaggerated strokes o
Bookman and numerous other
faces—even-to Helvetica—bur the
typographer with a background
in metal types is more likely to
think of Caslon and Garamond,
with their tradirional sets of graceful
swash letters.

What we seldom realize is that
there are severnl different sets of
swash letters for each of these faces,
sometimes developed independently
from different sources. And swashes
have been made for some faces which
we would least expect to have them—
but finding a source when we want
them is something else!

It is well known that William
Caslon hand-cut the punches for the
face now known in America as
Caslon Old Style No. 471, and in
England as Caslon Old Face, but it
is uncertain whether he cut many
swash letters such as those now
associated with the design. Certainly
he cauld have, for somewhar similar
lerters had been in existence since at
least the middle of the sixteenth
century.
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Caslon's earliest specimen broad-
side, duted 1734, contains foar
letters— |, Q, T, and Y—that could
be considered swashes, in place of
plain detters. Modern Caslon Falic
fents commonly include these letters,
either with or without alternate
plain versions, while the other
swashes, where made, are often
supplied as separate or optional
fonts—and therefore are not neces-
sarily available from all typographers
who have the italic fonts. Similar
semi-swishes ocour in severil other
traditional and transitional italics,
including Bulmer, Kennerley, and
some versions of Baskerville,

Although Caslon’s types had been
imported by early American printers,
including Benjamin Franklin, they
Were not cast in this country until
about 1860, when duplicate matrices
were brought over by a predecessor
of American Type Founders.
Certainly these matrices did not
include swash letters ather than the
few basic letters mentioned.

The familiar array of swash letters
associated with Caslon Oldstyle
Ttalic No. 471 was desi
in part by Thomas M.

Stephenson Blake sr{lc. Ludlow's
True-Cut Cazlon Italic swashes
follow the 471 designs, while Tnter-
type and Mergenthaler Linotype,
within their mechanical limitations,
come closer to the English form.

A completely different set of
swashes, called Caslon Italic Specials,
was designed by Carl 5. Junge around
i‘]iﬂ‘nﬁ? cas;.; hif Baﬂél;lqrt Brothers

pindler, the lnrge Chicago type-
fmi.mdr}'. Ti'u::.' have long been ogv-:
solete.

MREE DIFFERENT versions of
Garamond are popular in
American typography. The

most widely used of chese i§
that of American Type Founders,
designed in 1914 by Morris Benton
and Thomas Cleland, complete with

- handsome variety of swash letters,

similar in general shape to the ones
done by Mr. Cleland for Caslon.

Maonotype Garamont, designed- by
Frederic W. Goudy in 1923, and

dlow Garamaond, designed by
Robert H. Middleton abour 1930,
are equipped with their own distine-
tive sets of swashes.

ANY OTHER typefaces include
“f swish letters, Most are italics;

ed at least

eland in the
early 1900s; and adapted for Caslon Qm;u: a‘few romans are in-
Italic No. 540 about 1930. The two ' clisded. Most are in the old-

sets are almost identical, but 3 few
characters- appear only in one set 6r
the other. Many of these differ from
the letters cast by Stephenson Blake,
the English successors of Caslon’s
foundry.

On Lanston Monotype, Caslon
Oldstyle Tralic No. 3371 closely
duplicates: many of the swash letrers
of 471, in sizes up to 36 point. But
in larger sizes, which Monotype calls
No. 4371, the swashes more nearly
resemble those of the English foundry.
English Monotype alsofollows the

:II:I‘IE or transitional category, but not
.- Muost of the characters are caps,
but some fonts include a few lower
case swashes:

Whart face is least likely to include
swashes . . . Ultra Bodoni, perhaps?
Or Futura® Read on . , . '

01973 ntunalioaal Typegruphec Compentlon esaciston, Ine. ol i 5.4,



abcdefghhijkklmmopqrstuvowxyz 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV W XY ZLr
ABCDEGMNPRTU
abedefghijklmnopgrstuviwwxyz 1234567890$
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWXYZ&E
u‘I ’B C "Dé’ G,CLM N‘T"R‘TT@*

o Italic {ATF], & (ATF, Monotype)

abcdefgghijklmnopqrsmvwxyz 12325
ABCCDEFGHIJKLMMNOP‘PQRSTU

abcdef ghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW XYZ&>

ABCDEMPRTGU

abedefghikkImnopgrstuvvwwxyz 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW XYZ&
ABCDEGFMNPRTUVY
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvvwwxyz 1234567890%
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ&
GA ‘B‘DE g ?W N‘P‘RT‘UT

abcdefghuklmm)pqrsmvwxyz 123456
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX

ABDEFGMNPRTY

o |ATF, from BBA&S]. Designed by Oswald Coopar. The U

abedefghbijiklmnopgrrstuvvwwxyyz 1 234567 890%
ABCDEFGHIIKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZé&

Gheltenham italic (ATF). A dozen swash caps and sevoral lower case swashe:

4 wiie mada for-this face

M. F, Banton



abcdefghbiykimnopqrstuvwxyz 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJFKLMNOPORSTTUV IV
BDPR

abedecfghbijkkImnopgrstuvvewxyzz 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJFKLMNOPQQRSTTUV WXYYZ

ABCCDEF FGH H KKLLNMNOPR 5V

Casion Oidatyle Italic No. 471 {Amarican Type Foundersi. Blain and fancy J, Q. Toand ¥ are part ol the regular font; othier swashes are special Including an
alternate ampersand, F, H, ¥, and L dasigns not found n ether fants are Included, All sizes from 6o 48 point have boen made.

ahedefghijklmnoparstuvexyz fflFH $1232507890
ABCDEFGHIIK LMNOPORSTUVIZXYZ

Caslon itnllc (Intertype]. Based on the English models, similar o Linatype Caslon Oid Face llalic, bul with & pecullarly reversed T.

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvywwxyz 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWXYZ&

ABCDEGGI I JLMN PR STOWY

American Caslon italic (ATF). Derived from New Caslon Jlalic, wilk long descenders and awazh lefters added by Morris F. Banlon, Genaerally based on Caslon
Old Style Ilalic No. 471,

abedefghbijkkimnopgrstuvyavxyzs 12345678908
ABCDEFGHIJFKILMNOPQIRSTTUV W XYY Z

ABCDEGKLIMN PRUDE

Caslon Oldstyle altc No. 3371 {Lanston Monotypa). Very similar to 471 series. Lecking & fow characlers, bt including an unugia I\,
a&cdefgé.&fjé{!mrzaﬁgr:c‘uﬂwwm‘px}zczmﬂ
AABBCCDDEEFGGHITYKKLMMNN.OPPQRR
STTUVOWXYYZUEE fAFHA ()&

Caslan Dld Face (talic {Stephanson Blake). Aside from Ihe Traditional J, @ T, and ¥ [lika the ones in Willlam: Casion's fonis ol 1734), the swashes from this
foundry are generatly uniike thoss from ATF, and probably are oider. Engiish' Monotypa Casion Ilalie is very similar.

abedef ghijklmnopgrstuvioxyz &k v Wz $1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKIL.MNOPOQRSTUV W XYZ

[ " = |:
ABCDEJGK L MN PQUR TUY
True-Cut Caslon Halic {Ludlow). Very similar to £71 saries, bul lacking sevaral charaoters:

.r-':-'u"f_fga'f':',.fJEfﬂJ.u.r-.-!-fr;mr-:.--n—_ JATISETRGN
ABCDEFGHIIKLEMNOPORETUTINXNZ
ABCDEGMNPITY

Casion Old Faca |talie (Linotype), Bazed on English Caslon Halic swash leliers, with ramarkably |inle agjuatment to the verical cenlines of Itnacasting mals.




abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvyw
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQORSTUVWXYZE

ABCDEFGHIIL NN PR STOWY

ﬁér‘(/f.y‘;:%{/'b{/;;wmpyf stuyewxy 12345678908 |
ABCDEFGHIJTRKLMNOPQQRSTT
UVWXYY ABCDEGKLMNPRY ¢

ADBCDEF GICI T K LMAS
OLQRST UV WY —&

Caslon Italic Spocials (BBAS), by Carl 5. Junge. Unlike any other Caslons,

abedef ghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz $1234567890 Sl bt R bk e

Soundry swask letters are cast in special molds

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV W e o

partion of the lelter. Special lower case letters

are cast om smaller Bodiés to it within this
QABC@EGILMN?RTY@" moriise, or mudl b trimmed down by the
5 typagrapher. Similar Ludlow Mﬂflﬁﬂﬂ a
Safamond lislia“as adapled to-Interiype. projeciion of the face, dui the slug body must
de cut to allow the folfowing letiers s fit inte

abedefghhijkklmmopgrstuvowsxyz th ot
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW XY Z{

ABCDEGMNPRITTU 12345678908

Garamont [talic (Lanston). Frederic W, Goludy's Interpretation of the classic face, generally ditferant from othar Garamonds.

CASLON ITALIC TYPOGR_APH I Updike

Hallc capltats, particularly in oldstyle faces, were not_infended to be used for complete words, but only as initinls for words sat in lower case, and this Is
aspacially true of swash capitals. Some of the fowér cafe swash lottors though, are intended as terminais, or can be used at any place In a word,

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz1234567890

ABCDEFG HAJTKL-MN-OP-QRSTUVWXYZES
ABCDEIFTGHI GXKLMNOPQQRSIUUWXTUYZ

Tempo Light Italic, Tempo Medium-italic (Ledlow). A rarity — swash or.cursive caps for a sans-zeril typeface!

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHITJKLMNOPQRSTUPWXTZ

Weaiss ltalic. Piranes] Italic, and others are normafly supplied with swash capitals, but plain caps are avallable as alternates.

- aécc?sfqlu}’urmapqﬁfuvwxgz 19 34567890
2% ABCDETGHTJKEMNNOPOR
& SCUVIFYZ

Park Avenue, Raleigh Cursive, Liberty, Maylair Cursive, Trafton Script, Coronet; and various other
faces hava caps similar lo swashos, but-are classified as cursives rather than italics.

Matrix for 6o poine Beokman swash M {ATF),
and 36 point Ludlem Cavlon Ttalie rwark B,




